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Hunting Down History in Your Local Community
By Julia Roden and Calli Niemi, University of Wisconsin–La Crosse history students,  
and Scott Brouwer, Archivist, La Crosse Public Library Archives
History is often viewed by the general public as out 
of reach, trapped in the past, and held solely by the 
institutions dedicated to its preservation and research. 
To bridge this gap, public historians have created fun, 
interactive, and engaging projects that bring history to 
the community. Are you looking to reach an audience in 
your community or on your campus and link them into 
history? Read on! The La Crosse History Hunt was created 
for this exact purpose. 
The La Crosse History Hunt is an annual historical 
scavenger hunt that leads the 150 participants to local 
downtown businesses, parks, statues, landmarks, and most 
important, into the La Crosse Public Library Archives 
(LPLA). Instead of hunting for objects, however, partici-
pants search for knowledge of their community’s past. The 
clues were designed to be fun and engaging for the public 
and require no prior knowledge of La Crosse history. 
A historical scavenger hunt was chosen due to the positive 
reactions to similar projects. In the article “A Fast Track 
to Cultural Immersion: The Scavenger Hunt,” scavenger 
hunts are classified as experiential learning.1 Scavenger 
hunts provide participants with new and fun experiences, 
which make it more likely that they will retain and ap-
ply what they learned. Participants who experience the 
archival resources  are more likely to seek them out again.
At the start, each team is given a packet that includes 
seven clues for teams to answer or do correctly to be 
eligible to win: three about business sponsors, one outdoor 
statue clue, one photo re-creation, and two that require 
the use of archival materials. In total, 48 percent of the 
clues required archival sources, making it impossible to 
win without seeking answers in the LPLA. Many of the 
clues ask teams to take photos of themselves in different 
locations. The event is free, and participants receive a 
t-shirt and refreshments, and are eligible to win prizes. 
The hunt is limited to three hours, encouraging strategy 
and creating competitive energy among teams. 
The event was created from a University of Wisconsin–La 
Crosse course, Introduction to Public and Policy, taught 
by Dr. Ariel Beaujot. After speaking with the LPLA to 
identify goals, undergraduate Julia Roden decided to 
create a historical scavenger hunt in 2014. The following 
year, both Julia Roden and classmate Calli Niemi became 
interns at the LPLA to research clues and organize the 
event, putting in over 350 hours of work with the guidance 
of archivists Scott Brouwer and Anita Doering. 
Calli Niemi, left, and Julia Roden, right
History Hunt participants research in the La Crosse Public 
Library Archives.
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After participating in the History Hunt, those 150 indi-
viduals will likely look at the landmarks and downtown 
spaces in a new way and, hopefully, will continue to seek 
answers to other historical questions through the LPLA. 
Between the two years, on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being 
unlikely and 10 being very likely, survey respondents 
averaged a 9 when asked if they would do the event again 
and a 7.6 when asked if they would visit the LPLA in the 
future. After the 2015 event, a woman returned to LPLA 
and remarked, “Now that I know where you are and what 
you do, I might come back again.” 
Other groups, such as Logan High School in La Crosse, 
have contacted the LPLA about participating in their 
own hunts. Since the La Crosse History Hunt was cre-
ated to require no prior historical knowledge, it is easy 
to repurpose the material for specialized groups and a 
younger audience. Due to the positive feedback, we hope 
that more permanent, annual funding can be secured. 
In 2014 and 2015, Roden and the LPLA secured outside 
funding, but the sources were one-time opportunities. 
Although budgets and funding can be tight, the goal is 
to continue this free community event for years to come.
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Example Archives Clues
On May 11, 1899, a group of African 
American men met at Weidner & Taggert’s 
Barbershop to choose a name for their 
baseball team. 
•  What was the team name?
•  What was the address for Weidner & Taggert’s 
Barbershop in 1899?
Answers:
•  The Excelsiors
•  329 Main Street 
Built in 1920, this former performing arts 
theater is currently the oldest and only 
operating movie theater in downtown La 
Crosse. Its interior was designed by decorator 
Odin J. Oyen. It is a favorite spot for many 
college students on a tight budget.
•  What is this place called?
•  Get a TEAM PHOTO around the ticket booth.
Answer: 
•  Rivoli Theater
1. Mike Doyle et al., A Fast Track to Cultural Immersion: 
The Scavenger Hunt (Philadelphia: Haworth Press, 
2004). 
The LPLA hopes to establish the La Crosse History Hunt 
as an annual event, improving its efficiency and success, 
while continuing to incorporate fresh material. The larger 
goal is to see this event become part of the social fabric 
of the La Crosse community and draw in new, eager 
participants every year.  
Interested in learning more? Contact Scott Brouwer at 
sbrouwer@lacrosselibrary.org.
Striking a pose at a statue in Riverside Park, La Crosse
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Exactly: A New Tool for  
Digital File Acquisitions
AVPreserve and the Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral His-
tory at the University of Kentucky Libraries are excited 
to announce the release of a new tool for born-digital 
acquisition and delivery.
Building on work originally begun by the Gates Ar-
chive, AVPreserve and the Louie B. Nunn Center for 
Oral History at the University of Kentucky Libraries 
developed Exactly to meet the growing need for archives 
to acquire born-digital content directly from donors 
and to begin the activities of establishing provenance 
and fixity early in the process of acquisition. Read 
more about how the Nunn Center is using Exactly at 
networks.h-net.org/node/16738/discussions/106155/
nunn-center-releases-new-tool-oral-history-transfer.
Exactly is a simple and easy-to-use application for remotely 
and safely transferring any born-digital materials from a 
sender to a recipient. Exactly uses the BagIt File Packaging 
Format (an Internet Engineering Task-Force standard, 
developed by the Library of Congress and the California 
Digital Library, with current support from George Wash-
ington University and the University of Maryland), sup-
ports FTP transfer as well as standard network transfers, 
and integrates into desktop-based file sharing workflows 
such as Dropbox or Google Drive. 
Additionally, Exactly allows the recipient to create custom-
ized metadata templates for the sender to fill out before 
submission. Exactly can send e-mail notifications with 
transfer data and manifests when files have been delivered 
to the archives.
Read more about Exactly’s features in the User’s Guide and 
the Exactly Quickstart tutorial at www.avpreserve.com/
tools/exactly. Downloads for the Exactly application are 
also available there (for Windows, MAC, or Java Package).
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Call for Collections Profiles
H-Midwest is soliciting brief, 300–750-word descriptions 
of institutions, research centers, or specific archival col-
lections that address any aspect of midwestern history, 
culture, and life, including manuscript collections, audio-
visual materials, and collections relating to midwestern art, 
film, and material and visual culture. For more informa-
tion, see the full call available here: networks.h-net.org/
node/85290/discussions/104394/call-collection-profiles.
About the H-Midwest Network  
and H-Net
Housed at the History Department of Michigan State 
University, H-Net is an international interdisciplinary 
organization of scholars and teachers dedicated to develop-
ing the enormous educational potential of the Internet and 
the World Wide Web. H-Midwest is H-Net’s home for 
midwestern studies. H-Midwest covers midwestern studies 
from all angles—sociology, literature, history, economics, 
culture, law, arts—and questions in the broader field of 
regional studies as well. 
ArchivesAWARE!
Archivists sometimes commiserate with one another 
about how what we do is underappreciated or misun-
derstood. We complain that we are figuratively and, 
often literally, tucked away in the basement. Many 
archivists have worked hard to change that percep-
tion, making the case for how archivists change, 
enrich, and save lives, but there is so much more 
work to do to raise awareness about our profession. 
We know how important our work is, but that will 
never be enough.
ArchivesAWARE! is an online space where profession-
als and students engaged in all aspects of archival 
work can share their experiences of and ideas for rais-
ing public awareness of archives and the value that 
archives and archivists add to business, government, 
education, and society as a whole. The blog is hosted 
by the Society of American Archivists and managed 
by its Committee on Public Awareness (COPA).
Read the latest blog post—written by MAC member 
Samantha Norling—and learn more at archivesaware 
.archivists.org.
Allied Vaughn is a valuable resource to organizations, providing 
customized scalable services and staﬃng solutions to arrange, 
describe, digitize, and manage your digital and physical collections.
Chris Barkoozis, PPM, Director of Content Management                                                                                            
chris.barkoozis@alliedvaughn.com 
248.245.5543 
Lisa M. Schell, MLIS, Digital Archive Manager
lisa.schell@alliedvaughn.com
734.353.2465
                                     
Preserving your stories since 1959.
11923 Brookkeld Livonia, MI 48150
www.alliedvaughndam.com
Do you have collection formats you cannot access?
Do you have projects but not enough funding?
Does your backlog date back several years?
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